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Ruby Hill: New Winery in an Historic Location
Valentines through the Years
Navy pilot Gene Morgan was transferred to the Livermore
Naval Air Station, now the site of Lawrence Livermore National Lab, after VJ Day in September 1945. He knew little
about the area, but he heard that there were horse races in nearby
Pleasanton. When they had some time off, he and a friend decided to “thumb it to Pleasanton.” They got a ride, but soon
learned that the driver was headed to San Jose, not Pleasanton.
“This became the luckiest day of my life! We had no sooner
jumped out of his car when here came two beautiful ladies in a
brand new Buick.” They drove the sailors to the race track. One
of the ladies was Isabel Bonne. Gene and Isabel were married
on December 9, 1945 in the Livermore Naval Air Station chapel.
They traveled to the Hilton at Long Beach for their honeymoon. Only military personnel could book a hotel room in
those days. The morning after their wedding night, Gene went
out to find a newspaper; Isabel was still in bed. He came back to
find a strange man in the hotel room. Gene said, “Who in the
hell are you?” He replied, “I am the house detective; show me
your marriage license or I will throw you out.” Fortunately,
Gene did have the license, and they were allowed to stay the
maximum five days.
Hiroko Kretz came to Livermore in 1991 from the Los Angeles area after the death of her husband. Her daughter was living
here then but soon moved to Texas. Hiroko decided to stay in
Livermore, but she was lonely. She and a friend signed up for a
cruise. One evening on the ship, a tall English widower named
John Waite invited Hiroko to dance. “He was not a very good
dancer,” Hiroko said. “He just sort of walked around the dance
floor.” He asked her to dance every evening. Near the end of the
cruise, he suggested that if she ever came to London, she should
let him know and he would show her around. She went for a
week and had a marvelous time. In turn, she invited him to
Livermore. Eventually, John moved here, and they were married 10 years ago at St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church. They
have attended ballroom dancing classes together, and John’s
style has definitely improved, according to Hiroko.
The principal at Granada High, Chris Van Schaack, worked
as a food server at an El Torito restaurant while attending graduate school at Sacramento State in 1986. One of his duties was to
train and orient the new hires. One of these was a very shy, quiet
young woman named Erin Richardson, who was also a student
at Sac State. As they worked together, he was impressed by
Erin’s hard work and honesty—they developed a mutual respect for each other, which segued into love. Chris doesn’t
believe in a sudden blooming of love at a glance across a
crowded room. “Great relationships,” Chris said, “are born out
of respect. This takes time to develop.”
Livermore High’s principal, Darrel Avila, also met his wife
in college. Pat Swartz and he were both attending St. Mary’s
College. They were physical education majors and had gone to
the gym to watch an intramural game. They were introduced to
each other by a mutual friend. Darrel is convinced that the
important ingredient in their attraction for each other is their
common interests in athletics. After their marriage and graduation from St. Mary’s in 1978 and 1980, Livermore High students have enjoyed the Avilas’ leadership and guidance in many
athletic fields.
Henry Rosa was a student of mine at Livermore High in an
English class. When I asked Henry, now the bookkeeper at
Lucky’s on North Livermore Avenue, about meeting his wife,
he told me with a straight face, “It was an arranged marriage.”
His mother, Ana Rosa, worked as the cake decorator for Pam
Blank, the owner of the Baskin-Robbins store that was near the
Vine Theater. One day in 1990 Laurie Blank was complaining
to her mother that she did not have a date for her senior prom at
Amador High. When Henry dropped by the store later, Mrs.
Blank suggested that he ask Laurie out. Their first date was at
Gay Nineties Pizza, where Laurie forgot Henry’s name when
she had to introduce him to a friend. Also, to make the night
more memorable, his car battery died. They did attend her senior ball, and they have been married for 16 years this coming
May.
Carole Cardoza and Mike Murray are members of longtime
Livermore ranching families. They knew each other at Livermore High, but never dated. After graduation in 1959, Mike
served in the U.S. Army for three years, some of the time in
Germany when the Berlin Wall was being built. Carole and
Mike “remet” in Granada Bowl, the popular hang-out for young
people in the 1960s—not to bowl, but to have a few drinks, to
party a little after work. It was “classier” than going to a downtown bar, and, if they asked, you could tell your parents you
were at the bowling alley. Mike asked Carole for a date there.
From then on, they dated often and usually were a threesome
with Norman Marciel. They tired of that, so they introduced
Norman to Lillian Fullenwider; Norman and Lillian got married before Carole and Mike. The Murrays will celebrate their
44th anniversary in June, the Marciels #45 in September.
(Readers can reach me at am50homan@yahoo.com.)

Program to Explore the
'Science of Dune'
Kevin R. Grazier, author of The
Science of Dune: An Unauthorized Exploration into the Real
Science Behind Frank Herbert’s
Fictional Universe, will offer
some fascinating scientific
speculation related to Frank
Herbert’s classic science fiction
novel Dune. Is the ecology of
Dune realistic? Could humans
really evolve as Herbert suggests? Which of Herbert’s inventions have already come to life?
– These are some of the questions
Grazier will explore.
Kevin R. Grazier is the science
advisor for the Sci-Fi Channel series Battlestar Galactica and Eureka, and also works at NASA’s
Jet Propulsion Laboratory on the
Cassini/Huygens Mission to Saturn.
This free event will be pre-

sented at 2pm on Sunday, February 17 at the Livermore Public
Library Civic Center, 1188 S.
Livermore Avenue.
This program is part of Livermore Reads Together: The Dune
Books, a community-wide reading program, featuring Frank
Herbert’s classic science fiction
series Dune as well as related series titles by Brian Herbert and
Kevin J. Anderson.
Copies of books and event
schedules are available at all Livermore Public Library locations.
Livermore Reads Together: The
Dune Books is sponsored by The
Friends of the Livermore Public
Library. For additional events
check the library’s website at
www.livermore.lib.ca.us For
more information contact Rosemary Dukelow at 925-373-5514.

By Harry Stoll
The new Ruby Hill Winery is
on the site of the original Stony
Ridge Winery at the intersection
of Isabel and Vineyard avenues.
On Feb 9, the kind light of the
winter sun favored Ruby Hill
Winery for the grand opening of
its tasting room as it lit windows
and warmed the dun colored
walls and red tiled roof.
Winemaker Chris Graves said the
tiles were pulled off the roof of
an old Spanish mission.
Inside the expansive expensive tasting room—“The largest
in Livermore Valley,” said
Graves—guests lined the counter
to taste the Ruby Hill labels being poured by handsome lads and
lovely lasses. “Let’s start with a
Chardonnay—what are you on
now?— this is our Alexander Valley Sangiovese—would you like
to try the North Coast reserve
Cabernet Sauvignon?— let’s finish with the Zinfandel Tawny
Port, wonderful with chocolate.”
Michele Gibney said the
2006
Anderson
Valley
Chardonnay had a grapefruit
taste. This crisp citrus drink is a
$12 deal. The 2006 Livermore
Valley Chardonnay $18 is more
buttery.
Her friend, Lisa Gonsales,
who will be married here in November, looked good tasting the
Sangiovese. She was learning
how to pronounce it, getting
“sanjyo” right and progressing
from a “veese” ending to a reasonable “vess ee.” Ciao Bella!
Lisa.

Seated near the large corner
fireplace, Fenestra Winery’s
Lanny Replogle, a dean of valley winemakers, said the tasting
room was “Impressive.” His wife,
and co-owner, Fran, said that with
Fenestra and Thomas Coyne wineries in this historic area it will
add to the tasting trip. Mitchell
Katz Winery at Ruby Hill is also
nearby, on the site of the original
Ruby Hill Winery, built in 1887.
Taster Gate Perola, retired
from Pac Bell, down from San
Ramon, said he liked the cheaper
Cabernet Sauvignon better. Gate,
who has a nice nose, said “Nice
nose.” The cheaper cab is the
2005 Central Coast $13. His wife
Debra Perola preferred 2004
North Coast. A heavier hit for
twice the price.
By a front window a table
laden with pungent cheeses,
deep-fried artichoke hearts,
soups, and other treats invited
guests to perform the plate and
glass eat and drink trick. Alyssia
Jones, events coordinator of next
door Casa Real, a real slick digs
place, lined up for grub with three
comely members of her staff.
Islands of merchandise—“one
of the area’s largest array of
unique gifts from imported Italian ceramics and wine accessories to great looking apparel,” according to the web site—sat in
the sea between it and the tasting counter.
This is one huge room, the big
crowd wasn’t crowded. Their
voices rose to the tall ceiling,
bounced back and set the lights

and fans to vibrating on their
poles hanging from the ceiling,
then reverberated again and
blended with light that also
bounced off the smooth polished
squares of the dark hard floor,
which may be of sawn concrete.
Part of the counter sectioned
off by a wrought iron railing, had
a Reserved for Gem Society
Members sign. There, a Hospitality Attendant offered memberships and also offered Barbera
that was available only to members of the society, for $29. “Quite
good,” said Rick Jiminez. When
someone suggested that its tartness would like pizza, he said,
“Too good for that,” and said a
good steak would be the match.
The tasting room is in a Mediterranean style. It has heavyplanked doors with arched tops.
Sean Keane, a San Francisco
writer/performer said it’s like
many Napa Valley tasting rooms,
“Intentionally designed to look
fifty years old.” Another guest,
Gene Wood, said wineries are
under pressure to create a certain
image and they could get hammered if they try anything new.
Outside, between the winery
and Casa Real, is a patio with a
fountain. Nearby is a picnic area
with some small barbecue pits
and one huge pit. Could be the
place to be in the summer.
Ruby Hill, so named for the
rich red color of its soil, is an historic grape growing area with
well drained gravelly soil.
Winemaker Graves is consumed
with a mission of making Liver-

more Valley a primo eno endeavor. One way to accomplish
that, he says, is to improve growing practices. Graves will have a
chance to do that as the winery is
set among its own vineyards and
controls others nearby He also
has contacts with many growers
in many wine regions.
Chris is 27. After an internship
at Wente, he became the
winemaker at Tamás Estates,
where he was known as an innovator. He is very knowledgeable,
as he speaks of the choice the
winemaker has between accepting what the fruit presents and
doing some manipulations, two
things he does in balance and
with great care.
Two Ruby Hill Winery wines
soon available to the public will
be a 2006 Livermore Valley
Zinfandel and 2007 Livermore
Valley Chardonnay. Chris specializes in Zinfandel and Petite
Sirah and is also enamored of
Sangiovese and Barbera.
In the winery, several varietals
still in the barrel, though young
are full of promise. Merlot,
Sauvignon Blanc, Cabernet
Rosé that tastes like summer,
among others, and a princely Pinot Noir, with all those remembrances of things that pass your
palate, that is going to be a treat
to taste and something for a special time with a special someone
or someones.
Ruby Hill Winery is a large
tasting room and a larger promise.

Chinese New Year Stage Gala, Sunday, February 17, 7 p.m. at the Amador
Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. The Chinese American Cooperation Council (CACC), a nonprofit
organization based in the Tri-Valley
area, will present a full stage show
featuring traditional and modern Chinese performances in celebration of
the Lunar New Year. Tickets are $15
and $10. To order tickets on-line or
by mail, please check details at
www.caccusa.org. For information,
please call (925)249-1298.
A Wonderful Evening of Oz, Fri.,
Feb. 29, 7:00 pm at the Pleasanton
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd.,
Pleasanton Cultural Arts Foundation
fund-raising for Firehouse Arts Center. Hosted bar and hors d’oeuvres,
live entertainment, display of art by
local artists. The dinner and program
will begin at 8:00 with a sit-down
gourmet dinner catered by “A Tasteful Affair.” Live auction featuring
unique items and experiences. Dancing to the music provided by Brad
Kinney Productions. Tickets $125
per person or $1,000 for a table of 8.
Corporate sponsorship opportunities are also available. To find out
more, purchase tickets or discuss
sponsorship opportunities, contact
Debbie Look at (925) 846-1007.

Diablo Symphony, Sonos Handbell
Ensemble premieres, "Ragtime Stew,"
a selection for bells and orchestra
based on the works of Scott Joplin, by
Oakland composer Ellen Hoffman.
Joyce Johnson Hamilton conducts
the symphony in works by Berlioz
and Mahler. 2 p.m. Feb. 17 Center for
the Arts, 1601 Civic Dr., Walnut
Creek. $12, $18, $20. 943-7469,
www.dlrca.org,
or
go
to
www.diablosymphony.org.
Special Pinot Release at Charles R
Vineyards, Friday - Monday, Feb.
16-18,
from
noon-4:30.
Charlesrvineyards.com located on
an old mining road - beyond the end
of Greenville Road, Livermore.
SmartsUnlimited open house, 53
Wright Brothers Avenue, Suite D,
Livermore. Feb. 20, 6:0 to 9 p.m.
Hands on demonstrations of how
various classes work will be open to
the public. This includes piano, opera, brass, percussion, theatre and
film classes. There will also be a raffle
in which winners receive free registration. Additional info at 1-925245-0283
or
go
to
www.smartsunlimited.com.
Pianists Mark Anderson & Tamriko
Siprashvili concert on Saturday, February 16, at 8 p.m. Amador Theater,
1155 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton.

Anderson and Siprashvili will perform two piano, four hand classical
selections including such composers
as Rachmaninoff, Kreisler and
Mozart. City of Pleasanton Civic Arts
and Pleasanton Cultural Arts will
host. Tickets to the event are $15, $20
& $25. Tickets can be purchased on
line at www.civicartstickets.org, by
phone at (925) 931-3444 or in person at the Amador Theater Box Office. Box Office hours are Monday
through Friday, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00
p.m., and two hours prior to show
time. For more information, please
call (925) 931-5361.
Sixth Annual Youth Music Festival
on Friday, February 15, 8 p.m. at the
Amador Theater, 1155 Santa Rita
Road, Pleasanton. Solo vocalists, instrumentalists, and vocal and instrumental ensembles, ages 18 and under, will perform. Hosted by City of
Pleasanton Civic Arts. Tickets are
$7.00 in advance and $10.00 at the
door. Tickets can be purchased on
line at www.civicartstickets.org, by
phone at (925) 931-3444 or in person at the Amador Theater Box Office. Box Office hours are Monday
through Friday, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00
p.m., and two hours prior to show
time. For more information, please
call (925) 931-5353.

Moby Dick, The Acting Company.
Sat., Feb. 16, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. Ticket
office open Monday through Saturday from noon to 6 p.m. 373-6800,
www.livermoreperformingarts.org.
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory Science on Saturday, Feb.
16, 9:30am/11am, Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore.
www.livermoreperformingarts.org.
Urinetown, Pleasanton Playhouse, Feb.
15-March 9. 8 p.m. Fri. and Sat., 2
p.m. Sun. Studio Theatre, 1048 Serpentine Lane, Suite 309, Pleasanton.
Call
462-2121
or
go
to
www.pleasantonplayhouse.com.
Pleasanton Chamber Players, concert Sun., Feb. 24, 3 p.m. Amador
Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton. Pleasanton musicians will entertain with beautiful masterworks
for strings, clarinet, flute, piano, harp
and voice. Sponsored by the City of
Pleasanton's Civic Arts Presents. All
tickets: $15, $20, $25. Information:
www.civicartstickets.org or 9313444.

New Trail/Facilities Naming Policy Approved
A policy has been established
for naming of facilities and trail
segments by the Livermore City
Council.
The Livermore Area Recreation and Park District was to
vote on the policy at its Wednesday meeting, which occurred after the Independent’s deadline.
The agreement was negotiated
in a subcommittee comprised of
representatives from the city and
park district.
In addition to setting rules for
naming public facilities, the city
council voted to name a segment
of trail after Mark Weinberger for
his efforts in creating the South
Livermore Valley Specific Plan.
Under the policy, both agencies will have common criteria.
However, the city will have the
right to name all of the facilities
it owns and operates; the same
right is granted to LARPD. Both
the city and park district would
have to agree on any name for
facilities and/or trails that are
jointly owned and operated.
Developers who either contribute to or build parks and trails
would not be guaranteed nam-

ing rights.
All signs or plaques would
include a few words explaining
the reasons for the dedication.
Items that may be dedicated include trail segments, furniture,
trees, or special stops along a
trail.
Among the criteria for naming or dedicating facilities are the
following: individuals, families
or organizations that have made
exceptional contributions to the
community; an individual with
a direct substantial connection
to the facility; and historic persons or families that relate to the
specific location. Naming a facility after a person could not
occur while the person was alive.
Weinberger was the first dedication under the new policy. He
died in 2005 following a battle
with cancer. The segment of trail
dedicated to him will be adjacent
to Wetmore Road between
Vallecitos and Arroyo Road.
Weinberger, an attorney, was
employed by the city to assist in
the creation, adoption and implementation of the Specific Plan.

He was responsible for most of
the significant legal aspects and
mechanisms related to drafting
and implementing the plan.
LARPD had a concern about
the size of the signs, which under the proposed wording was
limited to one square foot. The
city council elected to approve
the agreed upon language. Staff
is to negotiate with the park district on wording regarding
signage. The wording will be
brought back to the council for
consideration.

