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Betty Jane Lorring

Dutro’s Barbershop
According to the 1920 census, Daniel J. Dutro emigrated from
the Azorean island of Faial in 1884, when he was about six years
old. His father, Joseph, had recently died, and his mother, Helen
Marciel Dutro, brought her children to the United States. For
whatever reason, Daniel and his siblings were placed in an orphanage and scattered to different locations, Daniel ending up
in San Francisco. Daniel’s wife, Josephine Gomes, was born in
Half Moon Bay; her parents had also come from the Azores.
Daniel began working as an apprentice barber in 1897, lathering
customers, combing hair, and sharpening razors. But the Spanish-American War interfered, and he went through basic training
in the Army; Spain capitulated just before his outfit was to ship
out. He then worked as a barber in a number of places, including
five years in San Francisco.
In 1914 Daniel had a barber shop briefly in Livermore; he
also married Josie during this time. They returned to Livermore
in 1916, and Dutro and a partner bought the Pioneer Shaving
Parlor. It was located at 2216 First Street, on the north side just a
few doors down from The Hub, the well-known saloon on the
northwest corner of First and Livermore. Renamed Dutro’s Barber Shop, it became a local institution. Its walls, filled with old
photographs, maps, and oddments, were a history gallery of Livermore. Three generations of Dutros were owners: Daniel Dutro,
1914-1946; son Danny, 1946-1972; grandson John, 1972-1978.
The back of the shop near the Hub had a bathtub, and ranch
workers would often wear the same clothes through the work
week, come into town and buy a new set, then arrive at the barber
shop—not only for a shave and haircut, but also for a bath. Then
they would put on their new duds and go out on the town. John
recalled that his grandfather wore a visor with a green see-through
bill when he was working, and he especially loved dealing with
people. Although not a large man, he had large, strong hands.
Sometimes after giving a haircut he would also massage the
customer’s neck
His son, Daniel “Danny” D. Dutro, born in July 1916, attended local schools—St Michael’s and Livermore High. He volunteered for the Army in World War II and served as a combat
engineer in the Philippines and New Guinea. A pipeline that he
was working on blew up, and he was burned severely on the
lower part of his body but survived with the help of the new
wonder drug penicillin. When he returned to Livermore after his
recovery, he bought the business from his father and moved the
shop down the street to 2080 First. His father died in 1954, cutting hair almost up to the day he died.
Danny had met Mary Valjean “Jean” Hickey of San Francisco
when she came to stay with the Frank Gardella family here. They
married just before Danny went into the Army. They had two
sons, Dave and John. After his graduation from Livermore High,
Dave went on to San Jose State and eventually became a business manager. John, after his graduation, chose to follow in his
grandfather’s and father’s footsteps and become a barber. Before
he could finish barber school, however, the Vietnam War interfered. He served for a year in Vietnam—1966-1967—but was
fortunate to be on the supply end and not on the battle lines.
When he returned home, he finished barber school. John loved
working next to his dad, who liked to tell stories. John could
lean down and whisper in his customer’s ear which story was
coming next. In the 1940s and 1950s “the shop was so popular,
there were many Saturday mornings that the 20 numbers on the
waiting board were gone as soon as the door swung open.” Customers came not only for a haircut, but for local news and entertainment.
Danny belonged to the Livermore Fire Department, at that
time made up of volunteers, and when the siren on top of the
firehouse sounded, Danny took off. “He dropped whatever he
was doing—it didn’t matter who was in the chair at the time with
a half haircut, a half shave. They either waited for him to come
back or let another barber finish the job.” According to reporter
Tim Hunt, Danny was the “sidewalk barber.” He didn’t need the
fire siren to leave a customer. “Danny spent as much time talking
on the sidewalk, cordless clippers in hand, as he did cutting hair
in the shop. ‘He’d be cutting someone’s hair and would tear out
the door to talk to somebody. He’d do it a dozen times a day. The
guy in the chair would take a deep breath, sigh and look at us.
We’d laugh,’ barber Norm Volponi said.” Danny retired in 1970
and left the barber shop; for variety he worked at several other
jobs in Livermore: salesman for Groth Brothers, house painting.
John laughed, “His hobbies were work.” John’s parents both
died of cancer, Jean in 1963 and Danny in 1993.
For many years the barber shop employed three barbers plus
the Dutros, but then, John said, “the Beatles happened.” Long
hair was in. The barber crew by necessity became smaller. John
began taking classes at Las Positas College on his GI Bill and
was hired by Jack Baird for the Livermore Fire Department in
1976. He sold the shop in 1978. Subsequent owners kept the
Dutro name.
(Readers can reach me at am50homan@yahoo.com.)

Reservations Due for Downtown
Livermore Inc. Festivities
Livermore Downtown Inc. installation of 2008 board of directors and the community
awards presentation will be held
Mon., Feb. 4.
The festivities will be from
5:30 to 7 p.m. at Terra Mia, 4040
East Ave., Livermore. Tickets are
$25 per person, which includes
heavy hors d’oeuvres and a no
host bar.
Please call to reserve tickets
(925) 373-1795. Reservations
must be made by January 28th.
NEW GUIDE: Livermore
Downtown Inc. has just released
a new Downtown Shopping &
Dining Guide featuring all the
downtown shopping & dining
locations. It provides information about which businesses accept the Downtown Club Tags,
which serve Livermore Wine,
and or features live music. The
2008 calendar of events is included.
CARRIAGE
RIDES:
Valentine’s Day Sweetheart
Rides will be offered Feb. 14 and
15 in downtown Livermore.
Horse drawn carriage rides will

be available every half hour between 5 to 9 p.m. The cost is $60
for a private 20 minutes ride, box
of See’s candies, a red rose and a
split of sparkling wine; the $55
package comes with sparkling
juice rather than wine. To make a
reservation call Downtown Livermore Inc. at 373-1795.

Betty Jane Lorring Died January 11, 2008 in Pleasanton.
She was born July 18, 1917 in
Cleveland, Ohio. Her education
included an AA Degree Real Estate, and LV Nursing. She worked
in residential nursing. She was a
member of St. Philip Lutheran
Church in Dublin.
She is survived by a son Anthony T. Lorring and his wife,
Marsha, of San Ramon; a brother
Donald S. Byers of Pleasanton,
and a granddaughter Melanie
Lorring of San Ramon. She was
preceded in death by her husband, Anthony Thomas Lorring,
Sr.
Funeral services were held
January 18 at St. Philip Lutheran
Church in Dublin. Burial was at
Oakmont Memorial Park,
Lafayette.
Donation are suggested to the
American Heart Association, Donation Processing Dept., 1710
Gilbreth Rd., Burlingame, CA
94010
Arrangements by GrahamHitch Mortuary.

Sabino ‘Si’ Joseph
Gallegos
Sabino ‘Si’ Joseph Gallegos
passed away in his sleep January
6, 2008.
The Livermore resident was
95. Si, born in Fort Collins, Colorado on Dec. 17, 1912 to Paul
and Josephine Gallegos, was one
of seven children. Si’s lifelong
love for sports began with semipro league baseball and later led
to a professional boxing career
under the name “Sid Gallagher.”
He met and married his wife
Bersave ‘Bertha’ Mascareñas in
1936. In 1944 Si joined in the
war effort becoming a merchant
marine and serving in the
South Pacific.
After the war, the family
moved from Denver to San Francisco where Si found work on the
railroad and later with Muni. Always interested in fitness and outdoor activities, Si was an active
member of fishing clubs, the
Moose Lodge, and was well
known at the local gyms. After
his retirement from Muni, Si
moved to Crescent City, and later
to Talent, Oregon. In 1990, Si returned to the San Francisco Bay
area where he lived until his
death. Si continued his fitness
routine in to his old age and was
written up several times in local
papers for his weight lifting
(benched pressed 235 lbs. on his
80th birthday). His love of exercise was as well known as his
notorious love of sweets; he
never met a piece of candy he
didn’t like.
Si was preceded in death by
his wife Bersave in 1976 and his
son Steven in 1974. He is survived by his daughters Rose
Texeira of Soquel, CA, Betty
Abruzzo of Livermore, and
Debbie Knodell of Martinez,
eight granddaughters and eight
great grandchildren.
A service was held at Queen
of Heaven Cemetery in Lafayette
on January 18.
In lieu of flowers the family
asks that donations be made to
the scholarship fund at
The Friendship Center where Si
spent many happy days. (543
Sonoma Ave. Room 21, Livermore, California 94550).
Arrangements by Callaghan
Mortuary.

Mary Ann Ayres
Mary Ann Ayres passed away
January 17, 2008 in her home at
the age of 86. She was surrounded
by family and friends.
She was born Dec. 29, 1921
in Oakland, CA. Mary sang in the
choirs of the San Francisco Opera and she loved to play the slot
machines. She traveled all over
the world as the wife of a mili-

tary officer and resided in San
Ramon for the last 40 years.
Mary is survived by her loving husband of 59 years, Alan
Ayres; two sons and their wives,
Joseph and Teresa Ayres and
David and Ann Marie Ayres all
of Livermore; one daughter,
Katrina Ayres of San Ramon; 5
grandchildren Matthew and
(Pamela) Ayres, Adam and
(Janelle) Ayres, Julie Ayres and
David Ayres, Jr. all of Livermore;
Jennifer and (Michael) Brandt of
St. Louis; and two great grandchildren, Aidan Ayres and Lauren
Brandt. Mary was preceded in
death by her sister Ann Moeller.
Arrangements by GrahamHitch Mortuary

Alfred (Ray) Rodrigues
Livermore native Alfred R.
(Ray) Rodrigues passed away
suddenly January 9, 2008 at the
family ranch. He was 64.
Born at St. Paul’s Hospital in
Livermore, Feb. 18, 1943 to
Alfred John and Evelyn Worth
Rodrigues, Ray lived in Oakland
as a child. He spent weekends and
summers at his grandparent’s
ranch on Mines Road. He graduated from Castlemont High
School in Oakland. After Ray and
his father built a house on the
family property in 1970, he
moved there with his first wife
Carlyn and their small children
to enjoy country life. They lived
on the ranch for many years,
moving back into town in 1975.
After he and Marilynn married,
they moved to the ranch where
they resided for 28 years.
Ray was a quiet man who
didn’t talk much. However, anyone could call on him for anything and he was right there doing whatever was needed. He was
extremely proud of his Portuguese heritage and the fact that
he was a native born Californian.
He was an active member of Las
Positas Parlor No. 96 of the Native Sons of the Golden West for
25 years.
When his daughters and stepdaughter were involved in 4-H,
he was swine leader for Crane
Ridge 4-H Club and also volunteered as a barn supervisor during the Alameda County Fair. He
enjoyed country music and was
an avid muscle car fan. He was
going to start the restoration of
his 1967 Mustang after he retired
this coming February.
Ray worked for GC Gas Division for PG&E for 28 years. After
recovering from an injury he retired from PG&E and worked for
Roadrunner Dawes Transportation in Livermore for 14 years.
He is survived by his wife
Marilynn, daughters Sandra
Lynn Rodrigues of Tracy, Renee
Elin Sanchez of Gilbert, AZ,
Karen Ray Rodrigues of Hollister
and Kim Burnett of Flagstaff, AZ;
grandchildren Kent Rinker and
Tiana Sanchez of Gilbert, AZ,
and Brandon Rodrigues of Tracy.
He is also survived by former wife
Carlyn (Bill) Eaton of Campbell,
mother-in-law
Mabelle
Thornburg of Livermore and
many cousins and dear friends.
He was preceded in death by his
parents and an infant sister.
A memorial service was held
Jan. 21 in Livermore.
In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the Native Sons
of the Golden West Charitable
Foundation, 414 Mason St., Suite
300, San Francisco, CA 94102 or
a favorite charity.
Arrangements by Callaghan
Mortuary.

William M. Wright
William Merle Wright died
January 11, 2008 in Pleasanton.
He was 83.
He was born August 16, 1924
in Olympia, WA. He served in the
U.S. Navy during World War II as
a Gunner’s Mate 2nd in the Pa-

Community Donates to Warm Coat Drive
Members of the community
pulled together to gather over
600 coats that were distributed
to families in need this holiday
season.
Spearheaded by the Tri-Valley Rotary Club, the Share the
Warmth Coat Drive started with
coats donated by the families
and employees of Pleasanton’s
Hacienda School and Hacienda
Child Development Center. The
movement quickly spread
throughout the community.
Upon hearing of the coat drive,
employees at Kraft spontaneously donated a huge number of
coats. Likewise, the Girl Scouts
of America worked hard to col-

lect many more coats.
The coats that were collected
were of superb quality. The coats
were distributed to families in
need, along with new toys, at an
event sponsored by the Assistance League, on December 22,
2007. The thought for the new
year: If you see a coat on sale,
please consider purchasing it and
donating it to the Tri-Valley Ro-

tary Club for this year’s coat
drive. Children’s coats are especially needed.
Tri-Valley Rotary Club meets
weekly on Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.
in Pleasanton at the Girasole
Grill on Santa Rita Road. For
more information about the TriValley Rotary Club please visit
www.trivalleyrotary.org or email
info@trivalleyrotary.org.

cific Theater. Following his discharge in October 1945, he returned to Pleasanton where he
lived with his wife Theresa and
raised his family. He was a charter member of the Pleasanton
VFW and enjoyed playing golf,
bingo and going to breakfast
with friends and family.
He was preceded in death by
his wife of 62 years, Theresa, five
brothers and two sisters.
He is survived by son James
Wright and daughter-in-law
Priscilla Wright of Pleasanton,
daughter Lynda Wright of Pleasanton, son Stan Wright and
daughter-in-law Bebe Wright of
Salinas, nine grandchildren, two
great grandchildren and numerous nieces and nephews. He has
one surviving brother, Lloyd
Wright of Vancouver, WA.
A memorial service will be
held at the Veteran’s Memorial
Building, Main St., Pleasanton,
on Sun., Jan. 27 at 11 a.m. Following cremation, his ashes will
be scattered at sea by the Navy.
In lieu of flowers, the family
would appreciate contributions
to the American Heart Association, PO Box 78851, Phoenix, AZ
85062-8851.

Margitta E. McGuire
Margitta E. McGuire died
January 17, 2008. She was 76.
She was a resident of Pleasanton.
The native of GreitzThuringen, Germany was born
March 23, 1931. She enjoyed
creating porcelain art and painting. She also enjoyed spending
time with her friends at the Pleasanton Senior Center. She made
her home in Pleasanton for the
past 35 years.
Margitta is survived by her
husband of 35 years, Richard T.
McGuire, four sons, Patrick
McGuire of Oakland, Thomas
McGuire of Hayward, Mark
McGuire of San Ramon, and Matthew McGuire of Pleasanton, and
daughter-in-law, Lucy McGuire
of San Ramon. She also leaves
behind two grandchildren,
Megan and Molly McGuire.
Funeral services were held
Jan. 23 in Pleasanton. Burial was
at Memory Gardens Oddfellows
Memorial Park in Livermore.
Arrangements by GrahamHitch Mortuary.

Henry Jerome Beckwith
Henry Jerome “Beck”
Beckwith died January 14, 2008.
He was 53.
He was born June 3, 1955. A
native of Tuscumbia, Alabama,
he resided in Livermore, with his
family for the past 4 years. He
was a resident of Livermore. He
graduated in 1974 from
Trenholm High School in
Tuscumbia, Alabama. At the age
of 17, he went into the United
States Army where after serving
3 years of duty, he decided to
make a home in Seaside, California. He went to work for Soledad
State Prison as a Correctional
Officer, but had to retire early due
to an injury.
He enjoyed reading Western
novels, cooking, and barbecuing. He also loved sports, in particular he was a fan of the Oakland Raiders football team and
the Oakland A’s baseball team.
Prior to his job injury he loved
bike riding along the beach and
was learning how to play golf.
He touched many lives with
his gentle spirit and positive outlook on life. He was ill for a period of time, but came home to
allow his family to care for him.
Although we feel great emptiness and pain in his departure,
we know that he is no longer suffering and is experiencing happiness in eternal life. He will be
missed.
He is survived by his wife and
companion of 22 years, Melanie
Beckwith, children Tamiko,
Henry, and Jessica Beckwith, and
siblings Robert, Danny, Richard,
Jerry, Darrell, Zachary Beckwith

and Mary Collins, as well as his
grandchildren and many nieces
and nephews. He was the son of
Robert L. and the late Margaret
Beckwith. He is also survived
by his in-laws Robert L. and
Alvicher Campbell, and many
close friends.
Services were held January 23
at Tri-Valley Church of Christ.
He will be laid to rest with full
military honors on Thursday,
January 24, 2008 at 11:00 am at
the San Joaquin Valley National
Cemetery, 32053 West McCabe
Road, Gustine, CA 95322.
Arrangements by GrahamHitch Mortuary.

Mae Matthews Clark
Mae Matthews Clark died recently at the age of 100.
She was born December 20,
1907 in Liberty, Idaho, the
daughter of Caroline E. (Orr) and
Samuel W. Matthews. She was
the youngest of 11 siblings. She
was the wife of LaMaun (Champ)
Clark. All have preceded her in
death, what a wonderful celebration they are all having.
Mae is survived by her daughter Jeannine Clark Torgersen and
her husband K. Ted Torgersen,
five grandchildren David (Linda)
Torgersen, Michael (Cyndi)
Torgersen, Michelle (Clark)
Fawcett, Stuart Torgersen, Eric
(Melinda) Torgersen, fifteen
great-grandchildren and three
great-great-granddaughters.
She loved to have family and
friends around her. She liked to
sew, quilt, and crochet for all of
them. She worked 20 years for
Mervyn’s Stores and retired from
the Dublin Store just before she
turned 75 years of age. She has
been a great example of love, service, and giving and will be
sorely missed by many friends
and family.
Services were held at the
Church of Jesus Christ of
Latterday Saints, in Brentwood.
Burial was at Liberty Cemetery
in Liberty, Idaho.
Arrangements by Callaghan
Mortuary.

William B. Laird
William B. Laird passed away
at his home in Livermore on January 19, 2008. He was 76.
He was born Feb. 16, 1931 in
Oakland, CA and spent his childhood in Castro Valley on his
father's ranch with his four older
siblings. Bill worked at his
father's grocery store in Hayward
during his younger years. He attended Hayward High School.
Bill worked at the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory as a
mechanical designer for 36 years,
retiring in 1991. He enjoyed being outdoors, fishing, camping,
playing cards and spending time
with family and friends. He was a
member of St. Charles Borromeo
Catholic Church and the Moose
Lodge in Livermore.
Bill is survived by his wife of
14 years, JoAnn Byrne-Laird of
Livermore, brother Roy "Bud"
Laird of Antioch, sisters Patricia
McCormick of Walnut Creek and
Margery and her husband Stu
Baty of Castro Valley, daughter
Lynn Laird of Livermore, son Jeff
Laird and his wife Gena of Buhl,
Idaho, five grandchildren, one
great granddaughter and many
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his brother
George Laird, wife of 36 years,
Joyce Myrth Laird, son David S.
Laird, and grandson David S.
Laird Jr.
Mass of the Resurrection was
celebrated at St. Charles
Borromeo Catholic Church in
Livermore on Jan. 22. A reception followed.
In lieu of flowers, donations
can be made to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation in Bill's name in
memory of David Laird Jr.,
www. c ff . o rg / G e t i n v o l v e d /
ManyWaysToGive/Donate.
Arrangements by Callaghan
Mortuary.

