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Annual Crab Feed Benefit for Animal Rescue Group

Murray Township
The city of Livermore is in Murray Township, the easternmost and largest political division of Alameda County. On 6
January 1853, the township was established by the Court of
Sessions and named for Michael Murray, who came west in a
wagon train from St. Joseph, Missouri, with his sister, Eleanor
(called Ellen), her husband, Jeremiah Fallon, and their two
young children. They all had emigrated from County
Roscommon, Ireland, and lived for a time on the east coast
before deciding to come west. Their wagon train arrived safely
in California in October 1846 before the winter snows set in on
the passes.
Michael Murray and the Fallons settled first in old adobes
abandoned at Mission San José. When the Gold Rush began in
1848, the men went up to the gold mines. Perhaps Murray and
Fallon had good luck in the dry diggings at Hang Town, because in November 1850 they each paid $1,500 to José María
Amador for land near today’s Dublin. Michael Murray had married Amelia Nash in San Francisco in February. By 1852 each
family had moved to its approximately 250-acre holding and
begun farming; they specialized in raising sheep. They are
listed in the 1852 Contra Costa County census: Michael with
his wife, Amelia, and two young sons, ages one and two;
Jeremiah and Eleanor with four children, seven and under.
Tom Green, John Green’s son, told how Murray and Fallon
worked together to build, not the usual adobe of the time, but
frame homes. “They hauled the timbers for the frame work and
rafters, together with bolts for the shingles, from Redwood Canyon in the redwoods back of Oakland. They split the shingles
themselves and even the nails were home made.” Fallon and
Murray gave four acres of land and helped build both Murray
School and St. Raymond’s Catholic Church. Michael Murray
served as Alameda County supervisor, representing Murray
Township, in 1860 and 1861.
Complications arose over the family’s land holdings. In 1852,
Amador sold the south half of Rancho San Ramon to J.W.
Dougherty for $22,000—including the land he had already
sold to the Murrays and Fallons. John Green had squatted on
the property now in dispute by Murray and Dougherty. He paid
both men for this land in 1862. After Amelia Murray died in
March of that year, Michael remarried; he included his house
in the sale with Green and moved with his family to San Francisco. He died in the city in September 1881 at age 74 of bronchitis, bequeathing to his family his San Francisco real estate
investments.
Michael Murray’s nephew, Peter Murray, and his future wife,
Margaret Donlon, emigrated separately from Ireland to California in the late 1850s. They married in February 1860 and
lived in Dublin until 1862. They claimed 165 acres in the
Livermore Valley that year with agricultural college scrip, qualifying for proof in 1872, and claimed an additional 80 acres
with a military bounty land warrant proved in 1878. This land
was north of Livermore in sections 30 and 31 T2S/R2E. Peter’s
sister, Mary, also emigrated and married Michael McCollier in
Dublin in 1857; they lived on a ranch in Collier Canyon. Two
of Peter Murray’s sons, Peter J. and Daniel J., worked as butchers in Livermore. A third son, Michael Raymond Murray, married Mary Elizabeth Fallon, daughter of William J. and Anne
Coppinger Fallon, who had come to this country in the 1870s
from County Galway, not from County Roscommon as had
Jeremiah and Eleanor Fallon. The Galway Fallon family acquired land along what is now called Fallon Road. By the
1900 census, they had 10 children; Mary Elizabeth was the
oldest.
The specialty at Peter and Margaret Murray’s ranch on sections 30 and 31 was raising large work horses, which they sold
to drayage firms in San Francisco and Oakland. “They had
their own stud, they raised their own colts, broke the horses,
trained the teams.” A grandson of the Murray/Fallon marriage,
Michael Richard “Mike” Murray, remembered that his greatuncle William Fallon had an almost magic touch in training
horses and dogs on the ranch, “even to his dying day.”
The Murrays also raised hay, and their nephews, the three
bachelor Fallon brothers of Mary Elizabeth, would come over
to the Murray place for two or three weeks to help with the
haying. William “Skipper” Fallon was one of them. According
to Mike Murray, the Fallon brothers “usually had a jug of wine
on whatever rig they were running. It was a gallon jug with a
burlap sack sewed on it. And they’d soak the sack in the trough
overnight so it’d be nice and wet and then they’d put the port
wine in there and they’d carry that all day. Well, (one day)
Skipper never came in for lunch. And you know, lunch in those
days, that was like a sacred thing. Everybody came in to lunch.
So they went looking for him. And there’s the horses up on the
hill where Skipper was running the rake, but the horses are
stopped, and Skipper’s down in the rake with the hay. Got a bit
saturated and fell off his seat, and the horses kept going, and he
hollered ‘Whoa,’ and they stopped, but he was scuffed up. I
remember he was really scuffed, ’cause he got drug in that
rake.”
In 1902, Pleasanton Township was carved from the west end
of the original Murray Township. Descendants of Peter Murray
sold his original acreage north of Livermore to Las Positas
College last year.
(Readers can reach me at am50homan@yahoo.com.)

Festivities Planned in Pleasanton
To Celebrate Chinese New Year
To celebrate the 2008 Chinese
New Year and promote Chinese
cultural heritage, Chinese American Cooperation Council
(CACC) will host the 5th Tri-Valley Chinese Culture Day on February 17, at Amador Theater and
Amador Valley High School in
Pleasanton, 1155 Santa Rita
Road, Pleasanton.
This annual event has become
the largest Chinese community
event and a great tradition in the
Tri-Valley area since it was first
introduced in 2004.
This year’s celebration features three programs:
• Major Regional Chinese
Cuisine Competition and New

Year Pot-luck Luncheon:
12:00pm to 2:00pm, Amador
Valley High School. Pre-registration
required
at
www.caccusa.org.
• Festival Gathering, Vendor
Booths, and Carnival Games:
2:30pm to 5:00pm, Amador Valley High School. Free Admission.
• Evening Gala: 7:00pm to
9:30pm, Amador Theater. Ticket
($10-$15) sales is on in Chinese
School office on Sundays.
Online/mail ticket ordering is
also available. Please check details at www.caccusa.org or call
Lina at 925-249-1298.

Tri-Valley Animal Rescue
(TVAR) will host the 3rd Annual
Crab Feed on Sat., Feb. 2, from
6-10 p.m.
This will be a fun evening of
all-you-can-eat crab, salad,
pasta, French bread, dessert and
coffee/tea. A no host bar will

also be available. The event is
being held at the Shrine Event
Center, 170 Lindbergh Avenue,
Livermore.
The evening will include live
and silent auctions and a cash
drawing ($1 per ticket - winner
need not be present). Funds

raised from this event support
TVAR’s mission to rescue homeless animals through providing
medical treatment, a low-cost
spay/neuter program and a foster
program that provides temporary
homes forhomeless animals.
The Raving Dave’s Band will

provide live music for dancing
or just listening. Dinner tickets
are $50 after that time. Buy online tvar.org or send payment to
TVAR, P. O. 11143, Pleasanton,
CA 94588. For more information,
please contact Cindy at 925-8288664 or Susan at 925-337-4946

Henry ”Hank”
Lawrence Bettencourt

great great grandchildren, a sister, Alice Deck of Auburn, and
numerous nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her
husband Frank Micheli in 1996
and a daughter, Pat Allison in
1998.
Mass of the Resurrection was
celebrated January 16 at St.
Michael’s Church in Livermore.
Burial followed at St. Michael’s
Cemetery in Livermore.
Arrangements by Callaghan
Mortuary.

Thornburg of Livermore and
many cousins and dear friends.
He was preceded in death by his
parents and an infant sister.
Friends and family are invited
to visitation 5 to 8 p.m. on Fri.,
Jan. 18. There will be a memorial
service at 1 p.m. Mon., Jan. 21 at
Callaghan Mortuary, 3833 East
Ave., Livermore.
In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the Native Sons
of the Golden West Charitable
Foundation, 414 Mason St., Suite
300, San Francisco, CA 94102 or
a favorite charity.

to the United States in 1964. She
settled in Livermore, where she
remained until her death. Lisa
came to Livermore as a caretaker
to the six children of Donal
Cassell, whom she married in
1965. Together they had one
daughter: Eva Marie. Lisa
worked for 14 years at Clorox in
Pleasanton. Most recently, she
enjoyed working at the Senior
Center in the Robert Livermore
Community Center.
Lisa enjoyed traveling, cooking, gardening, walking, reading,
watching movies, volunteering
in her community, and spending
time with friends and family.
She is preceded in death by
her father, Robert Salomon
Sjodin, mother Edia Aurora
Ingeborg (Jonsson) Sjodin, and
sister Charlotte Sjodin. She is survived by brothers Anders and
Lars-Olov Sjodin, sisters Yvonne
Petersson, Birgitta Andersson
and Lillemon Skoglund, daughter Eva Cassell, and stepchildren
Gary Cassell, Delanie Cassell,
Donna (Homi) Vazifdar, Cristen
Cassell, Loellyn (Michael)
Weddle, and Laura Cassell,
grandchildren, Cyrus and Brian
Vazifdar and Mark Frydendal
(Laura’s son), and many nieces
and nephews in Sweden.
Her family wishes to acknowledge Lisa for her courage,
strength and commitment in raising seven children. Her playful
humor, warm smile and comforting hugs will be greatly missed.
A celebration of Lisa’s life
will be held from noon to 4 p.m.
on Sat., Jan. 26 at the Robert Livermore Community Center, 4444
East Ave., Livermore.
In lieu of flowers, the family
invites donations in memory of
Lisa to the local blood bank.
Arrangements by Callaghan
Mortuary.

Late Tuesday evening January 8, 2008, the lord called home
a great cowboy and Livermore
resident, Henry “Hank”
Lawrence Bettencourt. He was
77. Henry passed away at his
ranch from cancer of the pancreas
and complications of Diabetes.
He is survived by his loving
wife of 39 years Juleda
Bettencourt,
son John
Bettencourt, sister Helen
Dickson, brother-in-law Julius
Favilla (all of Livermore) and his
brother Bill Bettencourt of Auburn, CA, as well as several
nieces, nephews and cousins
throughout northern California.
A lifetime Livermore resident
and proud rancher Henry was
born at St. Paul’s Hospital to John
and Ellen Bettencourt on October 12, 1930. He was then taken
home to his family’s ranch just
north of Livermore where he
would spend the rest of his life.
He was raised in a family with
three sets of twins, his brothers
Bill and Bobby, Pete and Paul
and his twin sister Helen. Henry
always had a great love and respect for his mother, who raised
the family alone after his father’s
death in 1936.
He attended the Highland
School and then Graduated from
San Ramon Valley High School
in Danville. As a young man,
Hank cowboyed on many of the
local ranches in Danville, Livermore and Brentwood, as well as
his family’s ranch in Livermore.
Much of that time was spent on
the Ordway ranch off old Vasco
Road, which is now under the Los
Vaqueros Reservoir. He would
later lease that ranch to run his
own cattle in the 1970’s and 80’s
Henry served with the 24th division of the U.S. Army in the
Korean war, the only time he left
his ranch for an extended period
and the two coldest years of his
life. Upon retuning home in 1954
he raised cattle and worked the
ranch with his mother until her
passing in 1955, and his brother
Bobby until his passing in 1957.
He then took over the ranch thus
keeping it in his family for over
100 years. He named it “The
Open Diamond,” where he went
on to raise many good horses and
Border Collie dogs, several sheep
and cattle and one very grateful
son.
In 1959 Hank went to a roundup at Chris Bettencourt’s and met
Juleda Favilla. They where married June 21, 1968. He claimed,
he fell in love with her the first
day he met her and it would stay
that way for the rest of his life.
Although they vacationed twice
to Alaska and several short trips
with their senior citizens club,
Hank always preferred to be at
his home with his family and his
animals, a kind and honest man
who will be forever missed by the
people who were lucky enough
to cross his path.
A funeral mass will be celebrated at 1 p.m. on Thurs., Jan.
17 at St. Michael’s Catholic
Church, 458 Maple St., Livermore.

Dorothy Micheli
Mrs. Dorothy Micheli, a native of Oakland and 83 year resident of Livermore, died January
10, 2008 at Valley Memorial
Hospital in Livermore. She was
89.
Dorothy attended Livermore
schools. She was a parishioner of
St. Michael’s Church of Livermore; a member of Young Ladies
Institute, The Golden Friends, St.
Michael’s Mother’s Club, and
United Ancient Order of Druids.
Dorothy worked for 17 years at
Safeway as a meat wrapper, retiring in 1968. She was a member
of the Meat Wrapper’s Union.
Dorothy’s hobbies included
crocheting, bingo, Reno-Tahoe
trips, card parties and her excellent cooking including her famous cookies.
She is survived by her son,
John Micheli of Livermore,
grandchildren Frank (Cindy)
Micheli of Livermore, Kathy
(John) Luppe of Tennessee, Tim
(Donna) Lehman, Jeff (Diane)
Lehman of Michigan, William
(Debbie) Rose of Livermore;
nine great grandchildren and two

Armand R. Drivon, Jr.
Armand R. Drivon Jr. passed
away on January 11, 2008 in Livermore, California, at the age of
43.
He will be missed and remembered always by his family and
dear friends. He is survived his
wife of 24 years, Ana Drivon; his
mother Georgette Wallis, sister
Natalie Paridy; in-laws of Mario
and Mary Blanco; brother-inlaw of Teresa, Mario Jr. and
Leticia Blanco; nieces and nephews, Davey Castle, Ashley
Blanco, Josefina Blanco-Macias,
Nikko and Alexis Blanco-Barron
and two goddaughters Erica Vera
and Victoria Blanco. He touched
many lives with his positive outlook and great sense of humor.
Friends and Family are invited to a memorial service on
Saturday, January 19 at 1 p.m. at
the Graham-Hitch Mortuary,
4167 First Street, Pleasanton.

Albert (Ray) Rodrigues
Livermore native Albert R.
(Ray) Rodrigues passed away
suddenly January 9, 2008 at the
family ranch. He was 64.
Born at St. Paul’s Hospital in
Livermore, Feb. 18, 1943 to
Alfred John and Evelyn Worth
Rodrigues, Ray lived in Oakland
as a child. He spent weekends and
summers at his grandparent’s
ranch on Mines Road. He graduated from Castlemont High
School in Oakland. After Ray and
his father built a house on the
family property in 1970, he
moved there with his first wife
Carlyn and their small children
to enjoy country life. They lived
on the ranch for many years,
moving back into town in 1975.
After he and Marilynn married,
they moved to the ranch where
they resided for 28 years.
Ray was a quiet man who
didn’t talk much. However, anyone could call on him for anything and he was right there doing whatever was needed. He was
extremely proud of his Portuguese heritage and the fact that
he was a native born Californian.
He was an active member of Las
Positas Parlor No. 96 of the Native Sons of the Golden West for
25 years.
When his daughters and stepdaughter were involved in 4-H,
he was swine leader for Crane
Ridge r-H Club and also volunteered as a barn supervisor during the Alameda County Fair. He
enjoyed country music and was
an avid muscle car fan. He was
going to start the restoration of
his 1967 Mustang after he retired
this coming February.
Ray worked for GC Gas Division for PG&E for 28 years. After
recovering from an injury he retired from PG&E and worked for
Roadrunner Dawes Transportation in Livermore for 14 years.
He is survived by his wife
Marilynn, daughters Sandra
Lynn Rodrigues of Tracy, Renee
Elin Sanchez of Gilbert, AZ,
Karen Ray Rodrigues of Hollister
and Kim Burnett of Flagstaff, AZ;
grandchildren Kent Rinker and
Tiana Sanchez of Gilbert, AZ,
and Brandon Rodrigues of Tracy.
He is also survived by former wife
Carlyn (Bill) Eaton of Campbell,
mother-in-law
Mabelle

Roseline Ferreira
Roseline Ferreira passed away
on January 10, 2008 in Tracy. She
was 92.
She was born in San Jose and
lived in Livermore for 56 years.
She is the mother of Delores
Henriques and son-in-law Alfred,
grandmother of Jill Warburton
and husband Kent of Marietta,
GA, and Molly Watkins and husband Kenny of Linden, and greatgrandmother of Kenneth and
Elisabeth Watkins. She is survived by a sister Evelyn
Bettencourt of Vernalis, brother
Jack Cabral of Fremont and
caregivers Maria and John Santos
of Tracy. She was preceded in
death by her husband of 45 years,
Peter.
Mass of the Resurrection will
be celebrated at noon on Sat., Jan.
19 at St. Michael’s Catholic
Church, 458 Maple St., Livermore. Burial will follow at St.
Michael’s Cemetery in Livermore.
Arrangements by Callaghan
Mortuary.

Norma Jeanne Motta
Norma Jeanne Motta a native
of Bristol, Rhode Island and a
resident of Livermore since 1952
died January 7, 2008 at the age
of 79 in Walnut Creek.
Mrs. Motta was a telephone
operator at the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory for 14
years, retiring in 1984. She was a
member of the Retired Telephone Operators. She was a member of St. Michael’s Catholic
Church where she taught CCD
and served as former President of
the school PTA.
Mrs. Motta is survived by her
children; JoAnn (Marshall
“Mo”) Motta Owen of Livermore, Patricia Scoville, Minnesota, Brian Motta of Livermore,
Phillip (Heather) Motta of
Truckee; grandchildren: Steve
and Michael Bruan, Hope Arlt,
Samantha and Amanda Motta;
great grandchildren: Steven Jr.
and Nathan Bruan, Cullen
Wheaton, Peyton Bruan, Logan
and Ciarra Arlt, Stephanie Owen;
niece Lori Martin and great niece
Lindsay Martin. She was preceded in death by her husband
Augustine “Bud” Motta in 2000.
Friends and family are invited
to attend the visitation Thurs.
January 17, 2008 3-8:30 pm at
the Chapel of Callaghan Mortuary, 3833 East Ave, Livermore,
with vigil services to commence
at 7:00 pm. Mass of the Resurrection will be celebrated Friday
January 18, 1:00 pm at St.
Michael’s Church 458 Maple St.
Livermore. Funeral Procession
will depart Callaghan’s at 12:45
pm. Burial will be at St. Michael’s
Cemetery.
Contributions in Mrs. Motta’s
name can be made to the American Diabetes Association or to St.
Vincent De Paul Society care of
St. Michael’s Church.

Eva Inga-Lisa Cassell
Eva Inga-Lisa Cassell was
taken unexpectedly on January
4, 2008. She was 72.
Lisa was born in Almsele,
Sweden in 1936 and immigrated

Megan Renae Whipple
Megan Renae Whipple
passed on January 3, 2008 at
Children’s Hospital in Oakland.
She was nine and a half years
old.
She is survived by her parents
Richard and Laura Whipple of
Livermore, brother Michael
Conley, sister-in-law Kristie, and
niece Amanda, all of Buckeye,
AZ. Megan is loved by many
grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins and friends. She was preceded
in death by her grandmother,
Jennie Martinez.
Megan was born with cerebral
palsy and an autoimmune disease. However, it did not prevent
her parents for providing her
with a full and exciting life. They
introduced her to kayaking and
bicycling. She loved to travel, especially to Hawaii and New
Mexico. She loved to be read to
and enjoyed listening to music
with her favorite being Hawaiian music.
Megan brought joy to everyone who crossed her path. She
had a smile that would light up a
room, an infectious laugh, and a
funny and loving personality.
A celebration of her life will
be held at 4 p.m. Fri., Jan. 18 at
Asbury United Methodist
Church, 4743 East Ave., Livermore.
Contributions can be made to
Children’s Hospital Foundation
in memory of Megan, or to
Asbury United Methodist
Church Megan Whipple Endowment Fund.
Arrangements by Callaghan
Mortuary.

