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Program Focuses on Problems Facing Returning Veterans

Livermore Creameries
What do you expect today when you go to a creamery? Cream,
ice cream, butter, cheese, a good family meal? In 1896 the Livermore League of Progress, precursor to the Chamber of Commerce,
decided that a creamery—at that time a place where milk and
cream are separated, and butter and sometimes cheese are made—
would be a profitable addition to local business. A local meeting
in January 1896 filled the room above the old fire house on Second Street to capacity to hear information from two representatives of the Pacific Creamery Construction Company. In response
to questions from the audience, the Herald reported, “it was stated
that a fully equipped creamery with capacity for the milk of 1,000
cows could be furnished for about $5,000; that the expense of
making the butter would be from 1 to 2½ cents a pound; that the
average quantity of butter per cow for the entire season could be
about ¾ of a pound a day, and that to realize the full profit hogs
should be kept in connection with the creamery (to feed on the
skim milk).”
A committee of five men—W.W. Wynn, John Beck, I.J. Righter,
R. Hunter, and August Hagemann—was formed to investigate the
matter further. Their report must have been favorable, because in
mid-February the stockholders met and elected directors. The
creamery building was to be started immediately at the intersection of Maple Street and East Avenue, across the street from what
is now Livermore High School. The building was planned to be
30 by 40 feet in size on a brick foundation with an accompanying lean-to 12 by 28 feet. Also, a well was drilled on the site.
By the second day of business in March 1896, the first batch
of butter was turned out and was for sale in stores. By the third
day of business, the creamery had a daily supply of 1,800 pounds
of cream from local farms. The first box of butter was shipped to
the Farmers’ Union in San Jose, where it was favorably compared
with other brands. For a while, the creamery had a branch at Altamont; Chester Young was the manager there in March 1897. In
her younger days on the Holm farm, Tilli Calhoun remembered
milking cows, using a cream separator on the milk, and then
taking the cream to this creamery. Vesta Conniff Breihl, who lived
in the Altamont hills off Cross Road, recalled that creamery employees came to the Conniff ranch to collect cream.
By 1900 Archer Young, Chester’s brother, had bought the Livermore creamery. Later, he began working for the Coast Manufacturing and Supply Company, and in 1912, according to Malvern
Sweet, Archer sold the creamery to another brother, Fred. Western
Meat Company of San Francisco bought the creamery from Fred
Young in September 1920. John V. Silva managed the creamery
for Western Meat until World War II. It probably went out of
business then because of the rationing of butter.
The Golden Rule Creamery was not the sort of business that
collected cream from local residents to make butter, as the old
creamery had. The Golden Rule on the northeast corner of Second and J, across from Foresters Hall, was THE teenage downtown hangout in the 1940s and ’50s. “We would get a cherry
Coke and then go out and sit on the fenders of cars parked diagonally in the street,” Mary Henriques recalled. Meals for her family inside were only 75¢.
George and Vettie Mize had moved to Livermore in November 1947 to take over the Golden Rule Ice and Fuel Company.
The original business, started by Walter Thompson, included ice
delivery and a soda fountain, where customers could order light
lunches and ice cream. George Mize had worked for Dari-Maid
ice cream in Tracy, so he expanded the ice cream plant here when
the Mizes took over, even selling ice cream wholesale to local
groceries and restaurants. They named their new enterprise the
Golden Rule Creamery. Local residents took home their handpacked ice cream.
In April 1949 George died suddenly. Vettie found the ice
cream side of the business too difficult to keep up. She began
specializing instead in “home-cooked meals, as near as I would
cook at home.” Despite a fire in November 1949, she persevered,
and her cooking appealed to a clientele of all ages. The Livermore News noted, “Her banquet room serves all of the regular
weekly luncheon and dinner meetings held by organizations in
town. They include the Lions, Rotary, Business and Professional
Women, Soroptimists, 20-30, and Toastmasters.” During the
Korean War, she kept a wall of soldiers’ photographs in the Creamery. She wrote as many as 30 letters a week overseas to them.
Norman Volponi remembered proudly that “Mom” Mize was his
pen pal. Vettie Mize sold the business in October 1957.
Today, the Golden Rule Creamery building is occupied by the
Riata Diner and Tavern. A new creamery, the Coldstone Creamery, is in a strip mall on North Livermore Avenue near Interstate
580. What is your best guess as to what you will find at this
creamery?
(Readers can reach me at am50homan@yahoo.com.)

Donations Sought for Fire Victims
Many people living in the local community have friends,
family and workmates in Southern California who have been affected by the wild fires. Some of
these people were part of the
500,000 who have been evacuated.
Extra Space Storage will be
collecting donations for these fire
victims until November 2. The
donation drive is to collect water, canned goods, pillows, cots,
sleeping bags, bedding. Help is
also needed collecting toiletries
such as toothpaste and toothbrushes, soap, washcloths and
towels, deodorant, combs and
brushes. These items should be
new.

On Saturday, November 3,
Managers Jesse Quiroz in Santa
Rosa and Frank Peralta in Livermore will drive the trucks donated by Penske Truck Leasing
Co. to the division office in
Tustin, CA.
Donations can be dropped off
at the following local Extra
Space Storage locations: 5888
Northfront Rd, Livermore 925371-1030; 3722 Old Santa Rita
Rd, Pleasanton 925-227-1010;
and 300 Deerwood Rd, San Ramon 925-831-3999.
Any questions, please call
Frank Peralta, 925-371-1030, at
the Livermore office located at
5888 Northfront Rd.

White Crane Opens Wine
Lounge in Downtown Livermore
The Grand Opening of
Livermore’s first wine lounge,
“The Wild Vine,” will take place
on Saturday, November 3rd. starting at 6 p.m. thru midnight.
The Wild Vine offers local and
international wines, beer on tap,
wine flight tastings, a retail wine
and gift section, gourmet cheese
platters, and small plate appetizers prepared by Executive Chef
Julia Craco.

Work by both local and international artists will be featured
along with custom mirror and
framing throughout the lounge.
Items will be available for purchase.
Live music will be offered
most Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights. “The Wild Vine”
is located at 2187 First street - in
downtown Livermore. Information, call 925-243-0700.

The Las Positas College
(LPC) Psi Beta/Psychology Club
and Veteran’s Club have teamed
up to offer a special presentation
for the public on Thursday, November 8. Nathan Johnson, the
Veteran’s Outreach Coordinator
of the Concord Veteran’s Center,
will join a panel of experts on a
discussion regarding issues that
face veterans returning from Iraq
and Afghanistan and other potential operations within the global
war on terrorism. The presenta-

tion will focus on Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder and other health
concerns that are affecting veterans.
This free event will be held
from 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in
the lecture hall of the multi-disciplinary building, Room 2420,
on the Las Positas College campus. There is a $2 parking fee.
For more information, please
contact Cynthia Ross at (925)
424-1297.
More than 1.5 million troops

have served in Iraq and Afghanistan. The Iraq and Afghanistan
Veterans of America estimates
that at least 1 in 3 Iraq veterans
and 1 in 9 Afghanistan veterans
will face a mental health issue
such as depression, anxiety, or
PTSD. Additionally, more than
26,000 troops have been
wounded in action, many of who
are waiting months and even
years for medical appointments
and disability pensions.
The Concord Veteran’s Cen-

ter program was established in
1979 to assist veterans who were
experiencing readjustment problems. Veteran’s centers are community based and provide a
broad range of counseling, outreach and referral services to veterans in order to help them make
a satisfying post-war readjustment to civilian life.
Las Positas College is located
at 3000 Campus Hill Drive in
Livermore.

Pauline F. Livermore

preceded in death by grandparents Dr.
Robert C. Borris and Toni Borris of
Castro Valley.
Family and friends are invited to
attend a Memorial Mass at 10 a.m. on
Fri., Nov. 2 at St. Raymond’s Catholic
Church, 11555 Shannon Blvd., Dublin. A private family reception will
follow.
In lieu of flowers, the family has
requested donations be made in
Sophie’s name to the Tony La Russa
Animal Rescue Foundation, 2890
Mitchell Dr., Walnut Creek, CA. 2561273, www.arf.net.
Arrangements by Graham-Hitch
Mortuary.

and got her teaching credential at San
Jose State. She was a primary grade
school teacher for the Fremont Unified School District for 25 years. She
attended St. Joseph’s Catholic Church,
and later Evangelical Free Church and
Crosswinds. She was an active member of Fremont-Newark Philharmonic
Society and Guild, her Antique Club,
Hayward Travel Club and her “Golden
Girls” social group.
In retirement, she was a resident of
Friendly Village Mobile Home Park
in Milpitas and Hacienda Mobile Home
Park in Pleasanton. She remained a
strong lady for many years, giving a
hilarious speech roasting her son at his
50th party for a large gathering at the
age of 78.
She was predeceased by her husband, Alfred (Tiny) Silva in 1983 and
her son, David James Silva, in 1992.
She is survived by her granddaughter,
Laurel Anne Morais and her husband,
Danny Morais, her grandson, Patrick
David Silva, and other grandchildren
Mindy Maxwell and Ryan Maxwell
as well as her great grandchildren,
AnneMarie Morais, Anthony Maxwell and Mclane Maxwell. She also
has cousins, nieces and nephews and
a daughter in law, Kathy McNichols,
who will be among the many family
and friends who will dearly miss her.
Family and friends are invited to a
visitation Thursday, November 1st
from 5:00-7:00 p.m. held at BergePappas-Smith Chapel of the Angels,
40842 Fremont Blvd, Fremont, with
funeral services Friday, November
2nd at 11:00 a.m. Remembrances in
her honor may be made to the Salvation Army or Fremont-Newark Philharmonic.

Arrangements by Callaghan Mortuary.

Pauline F. Livermore, 94, of
Hiawatha, KS formerly of Livermore,
CA died early Tuesday morning, October 23, 2007 at the Maple Heights
Nursing Home where she had been a
resident for about a week.
She was born July 23, 1913 in San
Francisco, the daughter of Louis and
Helen Garcia Beck. She grew up in
California and attended schools there.
Pauline and her sister Faustina sang on
the radio in San Jose, CA during their
teenage years. She was a member of
St. Michael’s Catholic Church in Livermore. She married Joseph Livermore in Livermore. He preceded her
in death June 17, 1975.
Pauline moved to Hiawatha about
three years ago to live with her daughter and son-in-law. While living in
Hiawatha she was a member of St.
Ann Catholic Church. She enjoyed
embroidery work and playing her harmonica.
She is survived by two sons;
Nicholas Livermore and wife Terry
and Robert Livermore both of Livermore, seven daughters: Joann Mitchell
and husband Jim of rural Hiawatha,
KS; Marie Foster of Irvine, CA; Betty
Larson and husband Charles of San
Andrea, CA; Becky DeManto of San
Jose, CA; Helen Byrd and husband
Jack of Shingletown, CA; Matilda
Rustames and husband Jim of Concord, CA; and Fran Clark and husband
Charles of Tulsa, OK. She is also
survived by numerous grandchildren
and great-grandchildren and one greatgreat grandchild. She was preceded in
death by a son Joseph William Livermore and a sister Faustina McLaughlin.
The body has been cremated. Mass
will be celebrated Nov. 8 at 10 a.m. at
St. Michael’s Catholic Church, 458
Maple St., Livermore. Family
graveside services will be held following the church services. Online condolences may be made to
www.chapeloaksfuneralhome.com.

Rose Marie Janes
Rose Marie Janes passed away
peacefully on October 20, 2007 after
a lengthy illness. She was 61.
Rose was born in Spokane, WA on
July 13, 1946 to Mary and Richard
Janes. She graduated from Tennyson
High School in Hayward and upon
graduation joined the U.S. Navy. After leaving the service, she began a
long and rewarding career at the
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory. Rose’s greatest treasure was
her family. She cherished the time
spent with them during frequent gettogethers. She was an avid reader and
also enjoyed knitting and crocheting.
Rose was a kind, gentle, non-judgemental person who was a joy to be
with. She will be deeply missed.
Rose is survived by her father,
Richard Janes of Hayward, a daughter
Stephanie and her husband Paul and
their children Kaitlyn and Brandon of
Ripon; brothers David, Tim and Carl,
all of Hayward, Tom and Gary, both
of Pleasanton; and her sisters, Patty of
Pleasanton, and Mary Ellen of Hayward. She was preceded in death by
her mother, Mary Janes.
A funeral mass was celebrated
Oct. 30 at St. Michael’s Catholic Church
in Livermore.
Arrangements by Callaghan Mortuary.

Sophie Louise Borris
Sophie Louise Borris died October 24, 2007 at the age of 16.
Sophie was born August 1, 1991.
She was a student at Village High
School in Pleasanton, where she was
interested in everything Russian and
even taught herself to speak the language. She loved art and drawing and
playing the guitar. Sophie was also an
accomplished rider on her horse, Salem.
She is the daughter of Susie Larsen
and Robert C. Borris, Jr. and the sister
of Tanya Borris of Pleasanton. Her
brothers, Nicholas Borris of Dublin
and Nathan Borris of Berkeley will
miss her. She is also survived by
grandparents Merete and Villy Larsen
of Odense, Denmark, as well as numerous cousins, aunts and uncles in
California and Denmark. She was

Evagene “Genie” Sacco
Evagene “Genie” Sacco departed
this life on October 12, 2007.
She was born in Livermore and
graduated from Livermore High
School in 1952. Evagene received her
nurses training at Providence Hospital
in Oakland, class of 1955. In her
capacity as a registered nurse, Genie
served the community for over half a
century.
She is survived by her children,
David Sacco of Livermore, Millisa
Combatti of E.H.T., New Jersey, and
Christopher Sacco of Grass Valley.
Her kind heart and generous nature
will be missed by every life she touched,
especially those of her daughters-in
law, Linda and Sara, and her son-inlaw Michael.
Donations may be sent to
www.lungcanceronline.org or Hospice of the East Bay.
Condolences may be sent to
genie34@comcast.net.

Herlinda Nina Snyder
Herlinda Nine Synder (nee
Orozco), a long-time resident of Livermore, died peacefully surrounded
by family and friends on Oct. 25, 2007
at the Hacienda Care Center. She had
lived there the last 7 years. She was 93.
Nina was born March 9, 1914 in
Tucson, AZ. After World War II, she
met and married Army Captain
Siegfried “Dan” Snyder. After retiring, they moved with their two daughters to Livermore. Nina worked for ten
years for the Granada High School
foreign language department. Later,
she worked for Fr. Adams at St.
Michael’s Rectory. She bore with grace
and humility the burden of old age.
She is survived by daughter Barbara Armstrong and husband John
Tickey of Anchorage, AK; daughter
Katharine Snyder and husband
Michael Howard of San Francisco,
brother Alex Orozco of Whittier; nieces
Mary Ellen Bellisle of Valencia, and
Norma Stanford of Anchorage, AK,
nephews Hobart Curran of Laguna
Beach and many other family and
friends.
Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated at 11 a.m. on Thurs., Nov.
1 at St. Michael’s Catholic Church,
458 Maple St., Livermore.
The family would like to thank the
staff of Hacienda Care Center for the
kindness and concern provided to Nina
during her years there.
Arrangements by Graham-Hitch
Mortuary.

Verna Mae Silva
Verna Mae (Littlefield) Silva was
born to Albert Littlefield and Laura
Fraser in Portland, Maine May 4,
1914 and passed away peacefully on
October 26, 2007 at Silver Oak Manor
in Livermore. Her father, a journeyman carpenter, brought his family to
Pleasanton and built a home in “Chicken
Alley” that still exists on a ten acre
ranch called “Littlefield Farms.” Verna
enjoyed the early horse and buggy
days of downtown Pleasanton, and
graduated from Amador High School
in 1933. She married classmate, Alfred
(Tiny) Silva. They rented a cottage in
the little hamlet of Sunol. Tiny went to
work for PG&E and they relocated to
employee housing at the Newark Substation, where their only son, David,
was born. A few years later, they
bought a 22 acre ranch in the Mission
San Jose District of Fremont. A
pioneer of multitasking, Verna took
care of the family, lovingly raised
young David, helped with ranch chores,

Charles W. (Charlie) Moss
Charles W. (Charlie) Moss died in
his sleep on October 25, 2007. He was
82.
He had lived in Livermore for 33
years where he was the owner of
Import Auto Parts.
He was preceded in death by his
wife Freddie. He is survived by his
daughter Annette Newman and three
grandchildren, Brandi Newman, Katie
Moss and Jeffery Moss, along with
three great grandchildren.
At his request, there will be no
services.
Arrangements by Callaghan Mortuary.

Joseph G. Brazil
Livermore native Joe passed away
peacefully on October 25, 2007. He
was 95 Years old. He left Livermore
to serve in the Army in 1943. He
served one tour in Okinawa where he
was awarded a WWII Victory Medal.
After the war, he worked in many
wineries in the Tri-Valley and in 1971
retired from Cresta Blanca Winery.
Joe loved to garden and tinker in
the garage. All who knew him will
miss him.
His wife, Florence Brazil, preceded him in death. He is survived by
his son Joseph Brazil, Jr. and his wife
Toni of Livermore, son Norman Brazil of Hayward, grandsons Shawn
Brazil and his wife Suzi of Livermore,
Todd Brazil and his wife Brandi of
Oregon and three great-grandchildren.
Graveside Services were held on
Tuesday, October 30, 2007 at St.
Michael’s Catholic Cemetery.

Janet Forgays
Janet Prudhomme Forgays died
October 28, 2007. She was a resident
of Concord.
Janet enjoyed traveling, decorating, gardening and reading and spending time with her family.
She is survived by a daughter Jill
Prudhomme O’Bryan and son-in-law
Ben O’Bryan of Concord, Joseph
Prudhomme of Concord, sister Laurie
and brother-in-law Bill of Vancouver,
WA, and brother Tom and sister-inlaw Judy Dixon of Bellevue, WA,
grandchildren Patrick, Erika and BJ
O’Bryan and many nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her
mother Martha Dixon in 2006 and a
daughter Judy Johnson in 1997.
Graveside services will be held at
1 p.m. on Nov. 1 at Memory Gardens
Cemetery, 3873 East Ave., Livermore.
Donations may be made to the local
Diabetes Foundation. Friends and family are welcome at the graveside service.
Arrangements by Callaghan Mortuary.

Lula Maude Murphy
Lula passed away on Sunday, Oct
28, 2007. She was born on June 15,
1912 in Texas and was a resident of
Modesto at the time of her death.
She is preceded in death by her
husband Claude in 2004. Lula is
survived by her son, Frank Boring and
his wife, Alice of Modesto, sisters;
Johnnie Esco of Cameron Park, and
Jessie Condra of Texas, 3 grandchildren; Barbie Toman of Antioch, Dennis Boring of Livermore, and Catherine
Pederson of AZ, and one great grandchild; Ross Boring of Antioch.
Funeral Services will be at 11 a.m.
on Thurs., Nov. 1 at Callaghan Mortuary, 3833 East Ave, Livermore.
Burial will be at Memory Gardens
Cemetery, Livermore.

Dorothy Cervanties
Dorothy Marion (Lambert)
Cervanties passed away Oct. 27, 2007.
She was born in Oakland and
moved to Livermore in the 1940s and
moved here for 60 years. She loved to
watch TV soap operas and game shows
and to talk on the phone to her many
friends.
She is survived by her daughters,
Marie A. Lambert of Livermore and
Linda M. Murphy and son-in-law Jim
Murphy of Lake Havasu City, AZ, a
brother, Robert Holt of Hayward, three
grandchildren and nine great grandkids.
She was preceded in death by her
husband, Joe, her mother Marion
Merchant and stepdad, George Merchants.
There will be no services. Donations may be made to Hope Hospice,
6500 Dublin Blvd., Suite 100, Dublin,
CA 94568.
Arrangements by Callaghan Mortuary.

